[Role of conservative therapy and surgical treatment in disease caused by gastroesophageal reflux].
A series of 82 subjects affected with reflux esophagitis is presented. Gastroesophageal reflux and peptic esophagitis were discovered and staged by contrast meal and endoscopy with biopsy. All patients underwent medical therapy based on drugs affecting gastroesophageal motility and acidity of gastric content: this therapy was administered for three months, then was performed a control endoscopic examination. Endoscopic recovery of esophagitis allowed a long term maintenance therapy, endoscopically controlled every year. When esophagitis persisted, cycles of medical attack therapy, were repeated. surgical operation was performed in 15 cases in which either three cycles of medical therapy failed to improve esophageal lesions, or when endoscopy showed worsening esophagitis.